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or factually insufficient to support the ter-
mination of her parental rights®  Under
such circumstances, we cannot find harm
and thus cannot find ineffective assistance
of counsel. See In re M.S., 115 S.W.3d at
545-46 (mother could not demonstrate in-
effective assistance in trial counsel’s failure
to secure record of voir dire, charge con-
ference, and closing arguments because
she failed to indicate “what errors would
have been recorded if a record had been
made”). !

Finally, Robinson asks this Court to re-
mand the case “for a hearing to determine
whether good cause exists for trial coun-
sel’s failure to file the points.” We are
qware of no authority for such a remand,
nor would any purpose be served to re-
mand to determine the reasons for that
failure in light of our conclusion that Rob-
inson has failed to make the requisite dem-
onstration of harm.

We overrule Robinson’s sole issue, and
we affirm the trial court’s order of termi-
nation.

L0 EKEY NUMBER SYSTEM

termination of parental rights, or that, despite
her concession that her trial lawyer was not
ineffective during the course of the trial,
counsel’s failure to file a statement of appel-
late points in this case constituted a construc-
tive denial of counsel that would justify a
presumption of prejudice. As noted above,
without more we cannot assume that the fail-
are to file a statement of appellate points was
deficient performance, much less a construc-
tive denial of counsel. To the extent Robin-
son’s brief suggests presumed prejudice, that
argument is waived for failure to present a
clear and concise argument with appropriate
citations to authorities and to the record. See
Tex R.App. P. 38.1().

The brief filed by the Department of Family
and Protective Services details the evidence at
trial, arguably supporting the termination of
Robinson’s parental rights pursuant to Family
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Background: Judgment creditors com-
menced post-judgment enforcement action
against judgment debtors, and, after judg-
ment debtors failed to respond to discov-
ery, filed application for post-judgment
turnover order and appointment of a re-
ceiver and master. The 113th District
Court, Harris County, Patricia Hancock,
J., issued turnover order appointing a sin-
gle individual as receiver and master in
chancery. Judgment debtors petitioned for

Code section 161.001(1)}(E), which authorizes
termination in the best interest of the child
when the parent engaged in conduct or know-
ingly placed the child with persons who en-
gaged in conduct which endangered the phys-
ical or emotional well-being of the child. See
Tex Fam.CopE ANN. § 161.001(1)(E) (Vernon
Supp.2009). Without speculating whether
this evidence is the reason why counsel did
not actually present a sufficiency-of-the-evi-
dence argument to support a harm analysis
on appeal, we note that if appointed counsel
believes there are no nonfrivolous issues 10
assert on appeal from the termination of pa-
rental rights, the appropriate course of action
is to file an Anders brief and seek leave to
withdraw. See In ve K.D., 127 S.W.3d 66, 67
(Tex.App.-Houston [1st Dist.} 2003, no pet.)
(citing Anders v. California, 386 U.S. 738, 744,
87 S.Ct. 1396, 1400, 18 L.Ed.2d 493 (1967)).
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mandamus relief seeking to vacate the ap-
pointment of a master, and filed an appeal
challenging the turnover order and ap-
pointment of a receiver.

Holdings: The Court of Appeals, Elsa

‘Aleala, J., held that:

(1) real property owned by judgment
debtors in the state was not subject to
a turnover order, and

(2) post-judgment enforcement action did
not meet “exceptional case/good cause”
requirement of rule providing for ap-
pointment of master in chancery.

Order reversed and remanded; mandamus

petition conditionally granted.

1. Execution &402(1, 5)

A turnover order is proper if the con-
ditions of the turnover statute are met; the
trial court must have some evidence before
it that establishes that the necessary con-
ditions for the application of the turnover
statute exist. V.T.C.A., Civil Practice &
Remedies Code § 31.002.

2. Execution ¢402(1, 4)

For purposes of condition that must
be met in order for issuance of a turnover
order that judgment debtor must own
property that cannot be readily attached
or levied on by ordinary legal process,
property that cannot be readily attached
or levied on by ordinary legal process in-
cludes property such as shares of stock
and . accounts receivable. V.T.C.A., Civil
Practice & Remedies Code § 31.002(a).

3. Execution ¢=402(3)

Fact that judgment debtor was listed
as a director, officer, or member of certain
businesses on the Secretary of State’s
website was no evidence of his ownership
Of.those businesses, for purposes of deter-
Mmining whether judgment debtor owned
Property that could not be readily attached
Or levied on by ordinary legal process, as

necessary to justify issuance of turnover
order to judgment creditors. V.T.CA.,
Business Organizations Code §8 1.002(54,
64), 21.402, 101.102(c); V.T.C.A,, Civil Prac-
tice & Remedies Code § 31.002(a).

4. Execution &=402(3)

Fact that county appraisal district list-
ed one of judgment debtor’s companies as
the owner of judgment debtors’ residence
was no evidence that judgment debtors
owned shares of that company, for pur-
poses of determining whether judgment
debtors owned property that could not be
readily attached or levied on by ordinary
legal process, as necessary to justify issu-
ance of turnover order to judgment credi-
tors. V.T.C.A., Civil Practice & Remedies
Code § 31.002(a).

5. Execution &=402(3)

Deed conveying judgment debtors’
residence from one company to company
owned by judgment debtor was no evi-
dence that judgment debtors owned shares
in either company, for purposes of deter-
mining whether judgment debtors owned
property that could not be readily attached
or levied on by ordinary legal process, as
necessary to justify issuance of turnover
order to judgment creditors. V.T.C.A,
Civil Practice & Remedies Code
§ 31.002(a).

6. Execution €=402(1)

Real property owned by judgment
debtors in the state was not subject to a
turnover order in favor of judgment credi-
tors, as the property could be readily at-
tached or levied on by ordinary legal pro-
cess, and, thus, did not meet condition for
issuance of turnover order that judgment
debtor must own property that cannot be
readily attached or levied on by ordinary
legal process. V.T.C.A., Civil Practice &
Remedies Code § 31.002(a); Vernon’s
Ann.Texas Rules Civ.Proc., Rules 593, 621,
629, 630, 637, 639.
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7. Execution €393

Judgment debtors did not waive their
right to object to master’s appointment, as
Judgment debtors objected to master’s ap-
pointment at hearing, well before they ap-
peared before master to offer deposition
testimony, depositions were conducted by
master in his capacity as receiver, and
Jjudgment debtors’ cooperation with master
in his role as receiver could not waive their
objection to his role as master.

8. Reference &41

A party objecting to a master’s ap-
pointment must make an objection not
within some arbitrary time period, but be-
fore it has taken part in proceedings be-
fore the master or before the parties, the
master, and the court have acted in reli-
ance on the master’s appointment.

9. Execution ¢=393

Post-judgment enforcement action did
not meet “exceptional case/good cause” re-
quirement of rule providing for appoint-
ment of master in chancery in exceptional
cases, for good cause, and, thus, appoint-
ment of master in chancery was not justi-
fied; action involved just four defendant

judgment debtors, two of whom were hus-
band and wife, and master was appointed
as part of an unwarranted turnover order.
Vernon's Ann.Texas Rules Civ.Proc., Rule

171,

10. Mandamus &=47

When a trial court improperly ap-
points a master in chancery, mandamus is
the proper remedy.

11. Mandamus =4(1), 12

Mandamus issues to correct a clear
abuse of discretion when there is no ade-
quate remedy by appeal.

1. The appeal is cause number 01-09-01023—
CV. The petition for writ of mandamus is
cause number 01-10-0071-CV. The underly-
ing case is Vestin Realty Morigage I, Inc.,
Vestin Realty Morigage II, Inc., and Vestin
Fund, III, LLC v. Tracy Suttles, Cynthia Sut-
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12. Reference ¢»39

The appointment of a master in chan.
cery, unless authorized by statute or con
sented to by the parties, must comply with |
rule governing the appointment of a mag.
ter In chancery. Vernon’s Ann.Texag
Rules Civ.Proc., Rule 171. '

13. Reference =3

The “exceptional cases/good cauge”
criterion of rule governing the appoint-
ment of a master in chancery is not sus
ceptible of precise definition; although the
trial court may consider the complexity of
the case, the rule’s standards cannot be
met merely by showing that a case is
complicated or time-consuming. Vernon's
Ann.Texas Rules Civ.Proc., Rule 171.

Jeffrey L. Gilman, Gilman & Gilman,
P.C., Houston, TX, for Appellants.

James C. Walk, Keith Miles Aurzada,
Bryan Cave, L.L.P., Dallas, TX, for Appel-
lees.

Panel consists of Chief Justice
RADACK, and Justices ALCALA, and
HIGLEY.

OPINION
ELSA ALCALA, Justice.

In this appeal and petition for writ of
mandamus,’ appellants and relators, Tracy
and Cynthia Suttles seek relief from the
trial court’s entry of a turnover order ap-
pointing a receiver and master in chan-

tles, Shamrock Tower, LP, and Pirates Lake,
LTD., cause number 2009-02857, in the 113th
Judicial District Court of Harris County, Tex-
as, the Honorable Patricia Hancock, presid-
ing.




cery. Appellees and real parties in inter-
est, Vestin Realty Mortgage I, Inc., Vestin
Realty Mortgage II, Inc., and Vestin Fund
111, LLC (collectively “Vestin”), sought to
enforce a judgment against the Suttles and
two other judgment debtors? The trial
court entered a turnover order appointing
a receiver and master in chancery. In
their appeal, the Suttles contend the trial
court erred by entering the turnover order
appointing a receiver because Vestin pre-
sented no evidence of the facts required by
the turnover statute® and the turnover
order was sought for a purpose not author-
ized by the statute. The Suttles also chal-
lenge the appointment of the receiver on
the grounds that the trial court gave the
receiver power not authorized by statute;
created a conflict of interest by appointing
the same person as master and receiver;
and ordered compensation for the receiver
before any work had been done. In their
petition for writ of mandamus, the Suttles
contend the trial court erred by appointing
a-master because the case dees not meet
the requirements of Texas Rule of Civil
Procedure 171, the master’s powers to re-
direct and open the Suttles’ mail violates
federal postal law, and the same person is
appointed both the master and receiver.
We conclude that the trial court abused its
discretion because the record contains no
evidence showing the requirements for a
turnover order or the appointment of a
magster exist. We reverse the trial court’s
turnover order and remand to the trial
court. We conditionally grant the petition
for writ of mandamus concerning the ap-
~ Dointment of the master.

Background

Vestin obtained a $4,907,012.26 judg-
ment against the Suttles, Shamrock Tow-

2. Shamrock Tower, LP and Pirates Lake, LTD
were named as defendants in the underlying
Cause and the trial court’s order but have not
appealed.
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er, L.P.,, and Pirate’s Lake, Ltd., in a suit
in Nevada. Vestin domesticated its judg-
ment in January 2009 and served written
post-judgment discovery on the Suttles in
Mareh 2009. The Suttles failed to respond
to the post-judgment discovery, but Vestin
did not file a motion to compel. In No-
vember 2009, Vestin filed an application
for post-judgment turnover order and ap-
pointment of a receiver and master. At
the hearing, Vestin presented evidence,
providing a list of businesses listing Tracy
as a director, member or officer; records
showing NBC Creative Development,
LLC, one of Traecy’s companies, is the
owner of record of the Suttles’ residence;
a special warranty deed from Jetall Com-
panies to NBC Creative Developments,
LLC; and records showing the Suttles
own 15 properties in Victoria County, Tex-
as.

On November 16, 2009, the trial court
signed an order appointing Riecke Bau-
mann as receiver and master. Eight days
later, the trial court signed an ex parte
amended turnover appointing Baumann re-
ceiver and master. On three separate oc-
casions in December 2009 and January
2010, the Suttles appeared before Bau-
mann, without objection, to provide deposi-
tion testimony. The Suttles petitioned for
mandamus relief on February 2, 2010, and
seek to vacate the appointment of a mas-
ter. The Suttles also filed an appeal chal-
lenging the turnover order and the ap-
pointment of a receiver.

Turnover Order

In their appeal, the Suttles raise four
issues asserting the trial court erred when
it appointed Baumann as receiver.

3. See Tex. Civ. Prac. & Rem.Cope Ann. § 31.002
(Vernon 2008).
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A. Standard of Review and Applica-
ble Law

[1,2] We review the entry of a turn-
over order for an abuse of discretion.
Tanner v. McCarthy, 274 SW.3d 311, 320
(Tex.App.-Houston [Ist Dist.] 2008, no
pet.). A turnover order is proper if the
conditions of the turnover statute, Texas
Civil Practice and Remedies Code section
31.002, are met. Tex. C1v. Prac. ¢ REMCobE
Ann. § 31.002 (Vernon 2008); Tanner, 274
S.W.3d at 822. The trial court “must have
some evidence before it that establishes
that the necessary conditions for the appli-
cation of 31.002 exist.” Tonner, 274
S.W.8d at 322. The conditions that must
be met are:

(1) the entity that is to receive aid must

be a judgment creditor;

(2) the court that would grant aid must
be one of appropriate jurisdiction;

(8) the aid to be given must be in order
to reach property to obtain satisfac-
tion on the judgment; and

(4) the judgment debtor must own prop-
erty (including present or future
rights to property) that:

(a) cannot be readily attached or lev-
ied on by ordinary legal process and

(b) is not exempt from attachment,
execution, or seizure for the satis-
faction of liabilities.

Tex. Cwv. Prac. & RemCopr AnnN
§ 31.002(a); Tammer, 274 SW.Bd at 322.
Under the condition of (4)(a) above, prop-
erty that cannot be readily attached or
levied on by ordinary legal process in-
cludes property such as shares of stock
and accounts receivable. See Awndt v
Natl Supply Co, 650 SW.2d 547, 548
(Tex.App.-Houston [14th Dist.] 1983, writ
ref’d n.r.e.). Here, the dispute concerns
whether Vestin presented evidence to sup-
port a finding under (4)(a) that the Suttles
owned property that cannot be readily at-
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tached or levied on by ordinary legal pro.
cess.

B. Lack of Evidence to Suppm-tk
Turnover Order

In their first issue, the Suttles conteng
the trial court abused its discretion py
issuing the turnover order and appointing
a receiver because there is no evidence
that the Suttles own any non-exempt prop.
erty that cannot be readily attached op
levied on by ordinary legal process. To
support its application for the turnovep
order, Vestin introduced evidence that (1)
Tracy was a director, member, or officer of
certain businesses, (2) corporations associ
ated with Tracy owned the Suttles’s resi-
dence, and (8) the Suttles own 15 proper-
ties in Victoria County, Texas.

1. Director, Officer, or Member
of Business

[3]1 In support of its application for a
turnover order, Vestin introduced a list of
businesses from the Texas Secretary of
State’s website listing Tracy as a director,
member or officer. The fact that Tracy is
listed as a director, officer, or member,
however, is no evidence of his ownership of
those businesses. The Texas Business Or-
ganizations Code states that the right to
manage & company is not an “ownership
interest.” Tex Bus. Ores.CoDE ANN.
§ 1.002(64) (Vernon 2006); see also Tex.
Bus. OraesCope AnN. § 1.002(54) (stating
member’s right to participate in manage-
ment of limited liability company is not
membership interest). Also, the Code spe-
cifically provides that being a shareholder
is not a requirement to serve as a director.
Tex. Bus. Ores.Cope AnN. § 21.402 (Vernon
2006) (“Unless the certificate of formation
or bylaws of a corporation provide other-
wise, a person is not required to be ... a
shareholder of the corporation to serve as
a director.”). Similarly, with respect to a
limited liability company, a person may be




a member without acquiring a membership
interest. Tex Bus. Ores.Cope Awnn.
§ 101.102(c) (Vernon 2006) (“If one or
more persons own a membership interest
in a limited liability company, the company
agreement may provide for a person to be
admitted to the company as a member
without acquiring a membership interest
in the company.”).

2. Ownership of Residence
Occupied by Suttles

[4,5] Vestin also introduced records
from the Harris County Appraisal Distriet
showing that one of Tracy’s companies
(NBC Creative Development, LLC) is the
owner of record of the Suttles’ residence.
Vestin also introduced a special warranty
deed conveying the residence from Jetall
Companies to NBC Creative Develop-
ments, LLC. The fact that the Harris
County Appraisal District lists a company
as the owner of the Suttles’ residence is no
evidence that the Suttles own shares of
that company. Similarly, a deed convey-
ing the property from Jetall Companies to
NBC Creative Developments, LLC is no
evidence that the Suttles own shares in
either company.

3. The Properties in Victoria
County, Texas

[6] Vestin also introduced Victoria
County Appraisal District real property
account information listing numerous prop-
erties in one or both of the Suttles’ names.
_ However, to meet the requirement of the
 turnover statute, the property must be a
F.VPG of property that “cannot be readily
‘ %ttached' or levied on by ordinary legal
_ Drocess.”  Although the turnover statute
goes not state the types of property that
‘ Cai.lnot be readily attached or levied on by
?l“dmary legal process,” the legislative his-
OtV and cases indicates that the statute
48 created to reach types of property
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other than the real property in this case.
Committee reports from the Texas House
and Senate state the statute was enacted
to provide judgment creditors with a reme-
dy to reach a judgment debtor’s non-ex-
empt property in cases where traditional
methods had proved to be inadequate, in-
cluding situations where the debtor has
property outside the state of Texas; where
the debtor owns interests in intangible
property, such as contract rights receiv-
able, accounts receivable, commissions re-
ceivable, and future rights to payments;
and where the debtor owns interests in
other property that could be easily hidden
from a levying officer, such as negotiable
instruments, corporate stocks, and corpo-
rate securities. See Dawvis v. Raborn, 754
S.W.2d 481, 483 (Tex.App.-Houston [Ist
Dist.] 1988), vacated upon settlement, 795
S.W.2d 716 (Tex.1990) (citing David Hitt-
ner, Texas Post-Judgment Turnover and
Receivership Statutes, 456 Tex. B.J. 417,
417-18 (1982)). Real property within Tex-
as may be levied on by ordinary legal
process. See TexR. Civ. P. 621, 629, 630,
637, and 639 (providing for levy of execu-
tion to satisfy money judgments, which
includes “any sheriff or any constable
within the State of Texas” levying on real
property owned by judgment debtor). Ad-
ditionally, real property in Texas may be
attached. See TexR. Cwv. P. 593 (writ of
attachment “shall be directed to the sheriff
or any constable within the State of Texas”
and “shall command him to attach and
hold ... the property of the defendant . ..
as shall be found within his county”); see
also Pillitteri v. Brown, 165 SW.3d 715,
722 (Tex.App.-Dallas 2004, no pet.) (noting
real property outside of Texas is subject to
turnover order because “ordinary legal
process by which property is attached or
levied upon” is writ and writ directs “a
sheriff or constable in the State of Texas

to attach and hold the defendant’s
property as shall be found within his coun-




418 Tex.

ty”). Because the Victoria County proper-
ty is real property located within Texas, it
may be readily attached or levied on by
ordinary legal process. See TexR. Cwv. P.
593, 639; see also Pullitteri, 165 S.W.3d at
722. Thus, the requirements of the turn-
over statute are not met. See Tex Civ.
Prac. & REM.Cope ANn. § 31.002(2)(1) (pro-
viding turnover order available if judgment
debtor owns property that “cannot be at-
tached or levied on by ordinary legal pro-
cess”). '

With respect to the Victoria County
property, Vestin repeatedly refers to it as
“rental property,” presumably in an effort
to characterize the rental income as “ac-
counts receivable”—a type of property to
which the turnover statute applies. See
Davis, 754 SW.2d at 483; Arndt, 650
S.W.2d at 548. However, the only evi-
dence introduced is the list stating the
Suttles are the owners; the record con-
tains no evidence that the properties are
rental properties or that the Suttles have a
right to rental income from these proper-
ties.

In this case, the trial court was not
presented with any evidence to satisfy the
requirements of the turnover statute that
the Suttles own non-exempt property that
cannot be readily attached or levied on by
ordinary legal process. Therefore, we
hold that, based on the evidence presented,
the trial court erred by issuing the turn-
over order. Tanmner, 274 SW.3d at 321.
We sustain the Suttles first issue. Be-
cause we reverse the trial court on this
issue, we do not address the Suttles’ re-
maining issues presenting  alternate
ground to reverse the trial court. See
Control Solutions, Inc. v. Gharda Chems.
Lid., 245 S.W.3d 550, 563 n. 4 (Tex.App.-
Houston [Ist Dist.] 2007, no pet.) (citing
Tex R.App. P. 47.1).
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Appointment of Master

In their petition for writ of mandamus,
the Suttles seek relief from the trig]
court’s order appointing Baumann as mags.
ter.

A. Waliver

[7] As a threshold issue, Vestin con.
tends that the Suttles have waived any
objections to the appointment of a master
because they failed to object to Baumann’s
appointment before taking part in proceed-
ings before Baumann. Specifically, Vestin
points to the three occasions the Suttles
appeared before him to offer deposition
testimony. The Suttles respond that they
did not waive their objections to the ap-
pointment of a master because (1) they
objected to the appointment of a master at
the November 16, 2009 hearing, well be-
fore the three depositions, and (2) the de-
positions were conducted by Baumann in
his capacity as receiver rather than as
master.

[8] “[A] party objecting to a master’s
appointment must make an objection not

within some arbitrary time period, but be-
fore it has taken part in proceedings be-
fore the master or before the parties, the
master, and the court have acted in reli-
ance on the master’s appointment.” Ow-
ens-Corning Fiberglas Corp. v. Caldwell,
830 S.W.2d 622, 625 (Tex.App.-Houston
[1st Dist.] 1991, orig. proceeding). Here,
the Suttles objected to the appointment of
a master at the November 16, 2009 hear-
ing. Furthermore, because Baumann is
the master and receiver, the Suttles’ coop-
eration with Baumann in his role as receiv-
er cannot walve their objection to Bau-
mann’s role as master. Accordingly, the
Suttles did not waive their right to object
to Baumann’s appointment. See id.

B. Standard of Review and Texas
Rule of Civil Procedure 171




[9-11] When a trial court improperly
appoints a master in chancery, mandamus
is the proper remedy. Id. at 324. Manda-
mus issues to correct a “clear abuse of
discretion” when there is no adequate rem-
edy by appeal. Walker v. Packer, 827
S.W.2d 833, 839 (Tex.1992) (orig. proceed-
ing). Clear abuse of discretion oecurs
when a trial court “reaches a decision so
arbitrary and unreasonable as to amount
to a clear and prejudicial error of law.”
Id. (citing Johnson v. Fourth Court of
Appeals, 700 SW.2d 916, 917 (Tex.1985)
(orig. proceeding)). The reviewing court
may not substitute its judgment for that of
the trial court when reviewing factual is-
sues. Id. at 839-40. Even if the review-
ing court would have decided the issue
differently, it cannot disturb the trial
¢ourt’s decision unless the decision is
shown to be arbitrary and unreasocnable.
Id. at 840. A trial court does not abuse its
discretion so long as there is some evi-
dence of a substantive and probative char-
acter to support its decision. Tanner, 274
S.W.3d at 321.

[12,13] The appointment of a master
in chancery, unless authorized by statute
ar consented to by the parties, must com-
ply: with Texas Rule of Civil Procedure
171, Simpson v. Canales, 806 S.W.2d 802,
810 (Tex.1991). Rule 171 provides, in rele-
vant part: “The court may, in exceptional
cases, for good cause appoint a master in
chancery. .. .” TexR. Cwv. P. 171. “The
appointment of a master lies within the
sound discretion of the trial court and
should not be reversed except for a clear
abuse of that discretion.” Simpson v. Ca-
nales, 806 S.W.2d 802, 811 (Tex.1991).
“The ‘exceptional cases/good cause’ criteri-
on of Rule 171 is not susceptible of precise
definition.” 7d. Although the trial court
May consider the complexity of the case,
the rule’s standards “cannot be met merely
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by showing that a case is complicated or
time-consuming.” fd.

In deciding the “exceptional case/good
cause” requirement was not met in
Simpson, the supreme court noted that the
underlying case was a toxic tort case in-
volving one plaintiff and 18 defendants; in
the first 10 months that the case was
pending, eight discovery motions were
filed; the supreme court noted that none
of the motions were “especially complex”;
and the trial court did not hear the merits
of any pending discovery dispute before
appointing the master. Simpson, 806
S.W.2d at 811. In following Simpson, this
Court found a case with five defendants, in
which one set of requests for admissions,
one set of interrogatories to all defendants,
and seven sets of requests for production
were served, and two motions to compel
were submitted to the master, was not
exceptional and the appointment of a mas-
ter was an abuse of discretion. Owens—
Corning Fiberglas Corp, 830 S.W.2d at
626-217.

Here, in the turnover order appointing
the master, the trial court stated this case
was exceptional “due to its complexity and
the intensity needed to enforce the judg-
ment.” This recital is similar to the recital
found wanting in Simpson. In that case,
the trial court stated good cause existed to
appoint a master “[blecause of the complex
nature of the case and the numerous pre-
trial issues to be disposed of.” Simpson,
806 S.W.2d at 811. In addition, the facts
of this case bring it within the application
of Simpson. This case involves four judg-
ment debtors. Vestin served two requests
for production, one each to Mr. Suttles and
Mrs. Suttles. The Suttles did not respond.
Vestin did not file a motion to compel and,
consequently, the trial court did not hold a
hearing on the motion to compel. Finally,
unlike Stmpson, a toxic tort case involving
18 defendants, this case is limited to post-
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judgment enforcement actions involving
four defendants, two of whom are husband
and wife. This case falls far short of the
complexity of Simpson and Owens—Corn-
wng, cases that the Texas supreme court
and this Court found were not exceptional,
concluding the ftrial court in each case
abused its discretion in appointing a mas-
ter.

Vestin asserts this case is exceptional
because the Suttles are “officers, directors
or members of at least twenty-five Texas
businesses, own approximately fifteen non-
exempt rental properties in Victoria coun-
ty and resided in a home for which the
owner of record is NBC Creative Develop-
ment, LLC (one of [the Suttles’] compa-
nies).” As noted above, the fact that the
Suttles are officers, directors, or members
of business entities is no evidence that the
Suttles own an interest in those entities.
Also, the fact that the Suttles own proper-
ty is not evidence that the property is
“rental property.” These purported com-
plexities of this case find no evidentiary
support in the record. See Tammer, 274
S.W.3d at 324 (trial court abuses its discre-
tion if no evidence supports decision)

Vestin also attempts to distinguish this
case from Simpson and Owens—Corning
based on the scope of the orders involved.
In those cases the master was appointed to
hear all discovery disputes. Simpson, 806
S.W.2d at 811; Owens—Corning Fiberglas
Corp., 830 SW.2d at 626. The supreme
court and this Court found this type of
“blanket order” inappropriate because
there was no showing that “the future
conduct of discovery will justify supervi-
sion by a master rather than the court.”
Simpson, 806 S.W.2d at 811; see also Ow-
ens—Corning Fiberglas Corp., 830 S.W.2d
at 627 (noting that blanket order referring
discovery to master inappropriate in case
less complex than Simpson ). Here, Ves-
tin asserts the master was not appointed
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“to hear all pretrial discovery matters”
However, the master was given powers
much broader than a master appointed for
pre-trial discovery only. Here, among oth.
er things, the master was granted the
following powers:
Ordering the turnover before him of as.
sets, evidence and documents upon al]
matters he feels pertain to compliance
with this order .. ;
Scheduling hearings and meetings and
directing parties and witnesses to give
testimony at such hearings and meetings
and to rule upon the admissibility of
evidence at such hearings; [and]
Placing witnesses under oath and exam-
ining them himself, or through his
agents[.]
The trial court’s order also provides, “An
order from the Master, made pursuant to
this order, is a Court Order.” Thus, the
order here is much broader than an order
referring all pre-trial discovery matters to
a master. See Simpson, 806 SW.2d at
811; Owens—Corning Fiberglas Corp., 830
S.W.2d at 626.

For the foregoing reasons, we conclude
this case does not meet the “exceptional
case/good cause” requirement of Rule 171
and the trial court abused its discretion in

appointing a master. See Simpson, 806
S.W.2d at 811. Furthermore, the master
was appointed as part of the turnover or-
der, in order to assist the trial court and
“conserve the resources of the [trial court]
in routine post judgment matters” in en-
forcing the judgment against the Suttles.
We have already held the trial court
abused its discretion in issuing the turn-
over order; this is an additional reason
that portion of the turnover order appoint-
ing a master constitutes an abuse of dis-
cretion. We do not address the other
issues in the Suttles’ petition for writ of
mandamus contending the trial court erred
by granting the master the power to open




the Suttles’ mail and by appointing the
same person as receiver and master.

Conclusion

We reverse the order of the trial court
and remand this cause. We conditionally
grant the Suftles’ petition for writ of man-
damus and direct the trial court to vacate
its order appointing a master. We are
confident the trial court will promptly com-
ply, and our writ will issue only if it does
not.
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Background: Hospital brought action to
confirm arbitration award against physi-
tlan and to enforce note that financed the
establishment of physician’s practice in
hospital’s service area. The 333rd District
Court, Harrig County, Joseph J. Halbach
2.11‘-, denied hospital’'s motion for summary
Judgment, and hospital appealed.

HOldingS: The Court of Appeals, Sherry
Radack, ¢. 5 ., held that:

(1) Court of Appeals had jurisdiction over
hospital’s appeal of that portion of
SUmmary judgment order denying hos-
Dpitals request that arbitration award
be confirmed, and
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(2) physician waived argument that por-
tions of award were void on ground
that arbitrator acted outside of his ju-
risdiction, where physician did not file
an application to vacate the award.

Reversed in part and remanded.

1. Alternative Dispute Resolution =357,
363(1)

Applications to confirm or vacate an
arbitration award under the Texas General
Arbitration Act (TGAA) should be decided
as other motions in civil cases, on notice
and an evidentiary hearing if necessary.
V.T.C.A, Civil Practice & Remedies Code
§ 171.093.

2. Alternative Dispute Resolution =357,
363(1)

Summary judgment motions are not
required under the Texas General Arbitra-
tion Act (TGAA) for a trial court to con-
firm, modify, or vacate an arbitration
award; however, if a party chooses to fol-
low summary judgment procedure rather
than the simple motion procedure author-
ized by the TGAA, it assumes the tradi-
tional burdens and requirements of sum-
mary judgment practice. V.T.C.A., Civil
Practice & Remedies Code § 171.093.

3. Alternative Dispute Resolution =368

Court of Appeals had subject-matter
jurisdiction over hospital’s appeal from
that portion of trial court summary judg-
ment order denying hospital’s request to
confirm arbitration award against physi-
cian under the Texas General Arbitration
Act (TGAA), when hospital appealed order
denying its summary judgment motion re-
questing trial court to confirm arbitration
award and requesting that promissory
note financing physician’s practice in hos-
pital's service area be enforced, though
interlocutory orders denying motions for
summary judgment were not appealable,
as orders denying confirmation of an arbi-




